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For immediate release - November 13, 2025
First Indigenous journalism BA students graduate

Treaty 4 Territory — The first-ever graduates of a ground-breaking Bachelor of Arts - Indigenous Journalism and
Communication Arts program will receive their degrees from First Nations University of Canada on Saturday.

The graduates are Brittany Boschman of Cross Lake First Nation, Manitoba; Lori Deets of Pine House; Tyrone
Perreault of Cowessess First Nation; Darla Ponace of Zagime Anishinabek First Nation; and Hannah Scott of
Regina.

“The students have shown such passion and commitment throughout the program, and will graduate ahead of
schedule through hard work in courses and internships over the summer,” said Shannon Avison, associate
professor of Indigenous Journalism and Communication Arts (INCA).

Avison said students have long dreamed of being able to complete their journalism education at FNUniv,
without needing to transfer to other universities for the final two years.

“Now that day we dreamed about is already here, beyond our best expectations,” she said.

Avison said she is especially pleased that the graduates already have jobs. “There’s a growing need for
journalists and communicators who understand Indigenous issues and languages. First Nations University blends
cultural learning with core media skills,” she said.

The convocation ceremony will take place at Prairieland Park in Saskatoon, starting at 2 p.m. on Satuday, Nov.
15.
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