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Annual FNUniv Spring Celebration Powwow Kicks Off University’s 50th
Anniversary

Regina, SK (Treaty 4 Territory) — The First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) welcomes community, visitors,
and participants to its Annual Spring Celebration Powwow, taking place April 18—-19, 2026, at the Brandt Centre,
REAL District.

The powwow brings together dancers, drum groups, and community members from across the country for a
weekend of celebration, connection, and cultural expression. This year holds added significance as it marks the
beginning of FNUniv’s 50th anniversary.

In 2025, the powwow welcomed more than 8,000 attendees, nearly 700 dancers, 19 drum groups, and over 130
volunteers. Attendance is expected to exceed last year’s numbers.

Bonnie Rockthunder, Chair of the FNUniv Spring Celebration Powwow Committee, said, “the powwow has
become an important part of our community. It’s a time for people to come together, reconnect, and celebrate
who we are. We're proud to continue this tradition and welcome everyone to join us.”

The tradition began in 1979, when students at the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College (SIFC) hosted the first
Cultural Week and powwow. It brought together students, Elders, and community to share and celebrate
Indigenous culture and ceremony. That beginning continues to carry forward today and remains an important
part of FNUniv’s identity.

“This powwow is a place for our people to come together—to pray, to celebrate, and to carry our teachings
forward,” said Roland Kaye, FNUniv Elder’s Helper. “It’s important that our young people see this, learn from it,
and feel that connection to who they are.”

Throughout the weekend, attendees can take in grand entries, dance competitions, and the singing contest,
along with an Indigenous tradeshow featuring artists and vendors. As part of FNUniv’s 50th anniversary, alumni
will be featured in Grand Entry and recognized through dedicated dance specials and an alumni singing contest.



The Alumni and Powwow Volunteer Appreciation Supper will take place on Friday, April 17 at the FNUniv Regina
campus.

Grand Entry will take place Saturday at 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., and Sunday at 12:00 p.m.

The powwow is guided by an experienced head staff team, including Master of Ceremonies Clifton Goodwill
(SK), Jackson Rolling Thunder Tahuka (CA), and Sanford Strongarm (SK), Arena Directors Donovan Abbey (ND)
and Vee Whitehorse (SK), and Head Singing Judge Everet Sayer (SK), along with additional judges and support
staff.

This year’s powwow is made possible through the support of its partners, led by PhD Title Sponsors K + S Potash
Canada and the Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority (SIGA), along with contributions from Tourism
Saskatchewan, Casino Regina, Mosaic, Co-operators, among other valued partners.

SaskPower is supporting the Singing Contest, which brings together top drum groups competing for a grand
prize of $15,000.

The powwow is open to the public, and all are welcome to attend respectfully.
For more information, visit fnunivpowwow.ca.
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About First Nations University of Canada

Established in 1976, the First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) is a leading Indigenous-owned post-
secondary institution dedicated to advancing Indigenous knowledge and education. FNUniv serves both
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students, delivering high-quality post-secondary programs rooted in Indigenous
knowledge systems, languages, and cultures. FNUniv operates campuses in Regina, Saskatoon, and Prince
Albert, as well as the néwoskan Traditional Campus near St. Louis, Saskatchewan.

Learn more at www.fnuniv.ca.
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